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Music and Performing Arts (MAPA) Building, City of Bath College

The City of Bath College’s new Music and Performing Arts (MAPA) building designed by Aaron Evans Architects Ltd recently won an award for Design Quality from Bath and North East Somerset (B&NES) Council Building Control.

Managing Director and project leader, Aaron Evans, says of the award “Designing and planning in a World Heritage City is a challenge in itself and our design demanded a sympathetic style while achieving functionality of the building.  We’re extremely pleased with the commendation from the Council.”

The design team worked closely with the College and the contemporary, cantilevering and interlocking cubes which form the building provide a practical yet impressive performance space, while complementing the 1950’s modernist style of the adjacent college buildings originally designed by Frederick Gibberd.  

Reclaimed Bath stone, salvaged from the demolition of smaller buildings on the site, was incorporated in the principle elevation at ground level while coloured render and zinc sheet cladding was used on the large cubes.  

The City of Bath College are delighted with their new building and “Proud to provide Bath with an iconic addition to its historical landscape”

Of the design itself, Aaron says, “In designing the Centre we needed to tap into the grandeur which makes a performance venue while ensuring a practical design that would deliver against the College’s needs for years to come and I believe we’ve achieved that.”  

The MAPA Building is one of three projects in the James Street West area with which the practice has been involved. Aaron Evans Architects Ltd also led the design teams for the Odeon Cinema Complex and Rosewell Court projects.

In 2008 Aaron Evans Architects Ltd celebrates thirty years in Bath. The award-winning practice is renowned for imaginative and sustainable solutions, producing quality, contemporary buildings in historic and sensitive contexts.  The City of Bath College MAPA building is now part of an increasing portfolio of educational projects undertaken by the practice
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